Edwin Walker, 84; Army general 
who was demoted by Kennedy 
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DALLAS - Edwin Walker, an 
Army general who allegedly was 
shot at by Lee Harvey Oswald and 
demoted by President Kennedy for 
espousing extreme right wing beliefs 
to troops during the Cold War, is 
dead at age 84. 

The retired major general died 
Sunday in the Dallas home he 
bought after Kennedy removed him 
from his command in Germany in 
1961 for distributing literature to 
troops. 

He died apparently of lung dis- 
ease, said Joe McGuire, an investiga- 
tor for the Dallas County medical ex- 
aminer's office. 

In Warren Commission inter- 
views, Oswald’s wife said he fired 
through the window of Gen. Walk- 
er’s home in April 1963 with the 
mail-order rifle believed to have 
been used to kill Kennedy in Dallas 
seven months later. 

Marina Oswald told the commis- 
sion her husband had planned the at- 
tack for two months. 

In 1957, Gen. Walker appeared 
on the cover of Time as a hero after 
he led federal troops integrating the 
schools in Little Rock, Ark. 

In fact, Gen. Walker led the 
troops only after President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower refused his resigna- 
tion, historian Don E. Carieton, au- 
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thor of “Red Scare," told the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram. 

“He did not want to carry out 
that order," Carieton said. “He did 
not believe in racial integration." 

After being pulled from Ger- 
many, he resigned his commission 1 
and demonstrated against James 
Meredith’s integration of the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi. 

Gen. Walker grew up on a Texas 
ranch and returned to Dallas be- 
cause of its strong conservative com- 
munity, said Darwin Payne, a former 
Dallas newspaper reporter. 
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